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Rep. Carlow Co-Sponsors Bipartisan Broadband Infrastructure Bill
STATEHOUSE/REMOTELY — Representative Nathan Carlow (R-Buxton) co-sponsored
L.R. 88, An Act To Provide Critical Communications for Family Farms, Businesses and
Residences by Strategic Public Investment in High-speed Internet and Broadband Infrastructure,
sponsored by Rep. David McCrea (D-Fort Fairfield).
“Now in the 21st century, Mainers expect to have access to high-speed and reliable internet
connectivity. As more people are beginning to work, learn, and live from home, this bill would
strategically redirect tax revenue to strengthen and expand Maine’s broadband infrastructure,”
Rep. Carlow said.
Without raising taxes, the bill, in its current form, will reappropriate existing tax revenue streams
from sales tax income generated by marketplace facilitators in Maine in order to target urgent
broadband infrastructure related needs.
The bill has an emergency clause and, if approved by the Legislature, would come into
immediate effect once signed by the Governor.
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MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE
OFFICE OF THE.REVISOR OF STATUTES
STATE HOUSE STATION 7
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0007
(207) 287-1650
FAX: (207) 287-6468

December 23. 2020
Representative David H. McCrea
PO Box 513
Fort Fairfield, ME
04742
RE: LR#88

An Act To Provide Critical Communications for Family Farms, Businesses and Residences by
Strategic Public Investment in High-speed Internet and Broadband Infrastructure

Dear Representative McCrea:
Please find enclosed a final copy of the above-referenced bill, an original jacket and a sign ature sheet.
Please take one of the following actions concerning this bill WITHIN 5 WORKING DAYS (Monday
through Friday).
I. If changes are needed, contact the Revisor's Office and provide any changes to the bill;
or
2. If changes are not needed, please see the attached for information and directions on how to obtain
cosponsor signatures and how to return the signed jacket for your bill and cosponsor sheet. Please note that the
Joint Rules authorize, but do not require, you to name a lead cosponsor from the other chamber and 8 additional
cosponsors.
Ifwe have not heard from you within the 5-day pel'iod, we will presume that you no longer wish to
pursue this legislation and will consider the request void.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call this office. Thank you for your attention and
assistance.

Sincerely,

Edward A. Charbonneau
Revisor of Statutes
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
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Whereas, this legislation provides funding to the ConnectMaine Authority to address
critical needs to deploy high-speed Internet and broadband infrastructure in the State; and
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Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect before the expirntion of the 90-day
period in order for this funding to be available as soon as possible; and
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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §1951-C, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 441, §8, is amended by
amending the section headnote to read:
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§1951-C. Collection of tax by mal'ketplace facilitators and marketplace sellers1
application of tax revenue
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to read:
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This section governs the collection, reporting and remittance of sales and use tax by
marketplace facilitators and marketplace sellers and application of resulting tax revenue.
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Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §1951-C, first,, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 441, §8, is amended

Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §1951-C, sub-§5 is enacted to read:
S. Application of tax revenue. All sales and use tax revenue collected by the State
Tax Assessor pursuant to this Patt from marketplace facilitators, with respect to
marketplace-facilitated sales, must be deposited into the General Fund, except that, on or
before the last day of each month, the State Controller shall transfer to the ConnectMaine
Authority, established under Title 35-A, section 9203, the following amount, to be used to
fu1ther deployment of high-speed Internet and broadband infrastructure to unserved and
underserved areas of the State: 33% of sales and use tax revenue received from marketplace
facilitators, with respect to marketplace-facilitated sales, during the previous month after
making the required transfers to the Local Government Fund as described by Title 30-A,
section 5681, to the Multimodal Transpottation Fund as described by Title 23, section
4210-B, subsection 7-A and to the Tourism Marketing Promotion Fund as desc1ibed by
Title 5, section 13090-K, subsection 2.

Sec. 4. Application. This Act applies to sales occurring on or after June I , 2021.
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Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation
takes effect when approved.
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SUMMARY
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This bill requires that 33% of sales and use tax revenue collected by the State Tax
Assessor from marketplace facilitators, with respect to marketplace-facilitated sales, after
required transfers to other funds be transferred to the ConnectMaine Authority to further
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deployment of high-speed Internet and broadband infrastructure to unserved and
underserved areas of the State.
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